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_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Cottingham Parish Council held remotely by email and telephone due to the COVID-19 

coronavirus crisis to observer the requirements of social distancing. 

 

Included: Cllr D Grayson (Chairman of the council) 

  Cllr G West-Robinson (Vice Chairman of the council) 

  Cllr S Thomas-George 

  Cllr J Adams 

  Cllr C Ashworth 

  Cllr O Davison 

  Cllr T Russell 

  Cllr Curtis 

 

Ms. R Raj (Clerk to the Council) 

 

 

 Action Date 

20/099 – To receive and approve apologies for absence 
 
None received.  
Total of eight councilors currently sitting on the council. 

  

20/100 – Chairman’s Annual Report 2019/2020 

 
See Appendix A 
 
All councilors received a copy of the report. No questions were raised regarding its contents. 
RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Thomas-George and Seconded Cllr West-Robinson – Vote: In favour unanimous  

 
 
 

 

20/101 – Presentation of Accounts 2019/2020. 
 
All councilors received a copy of the report. Cllr Russell request confirmation on the staff costs reported for 
2019/20 compared to the previous year. This cost includes the cost of both Clerks. 
RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Curtis and Seconded Cllr Russell – Vote: In favour unanimous 

  

20/102 – Public Participation 

 
Not appropriate with the current COVID-19 crisis. 

  

 
 

 

____________________ Signed Chairman Cllr Grayson                                                ____________________ Date 
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Chairman’s Annual Report, April 2020. 
 
As we are all self-isolating to keep clear of the Coronavirus, we are at least presented with the 
opportunity to look back over a year that has been marked with successes both large and small, 
some disappointments and a great deal of hard work. 
 
Our attempt to persuade villagers to put their names forward for election came to a halt when the 
elections were, quite rightly, cancelled.  The elections will now take place in 2021.  
 
In September 2019 our Clerk to the Council retired after being in post for over 33 years.  We wish 
him well for the future.  A new and very competent Clerk has been appointed who I hope will serve 
the Council for some time to come.  The new Clerk has helped to develop a new financial system 
and has created a new system of recording the minutes of meetings.   
 
Although suggested but not controlled by Cottingham and Middleton Parish Councils, I was 
pleased to see that the Village Fete was a huge success despite a rather damp day.  My 
congratulations to all who helped with this project. 
 
The Rural Bus Service, Welland Wanderer, has been a project organised by the Chairman of 
Wilbarston Parish Council.  This is a service that has been supported by all the Parishes in the 
area and one that has been marked with some success.  There has been a cost to each of the 
Councils but, the service has received financial support from the two Borough Councils.  It is 
pleasing to note that the service will continue into the New Year (2021).  Sadly, because of the 
current health situation the service may have to be suspended for the time being. 
  
Unfortunately, we have had some issues with the Corby Borough Council Planning Department.  
Not least their reluctance to issue timely information about planning applications affecting the 
Village.  However, I have a feeling that relationships are steadily improving.  Amongst a number of 
planning decisions, not all meeting our approval,  we have seen permission granted to Little 
Meadow, permission refused for the proposed building of a house on the Spread Eagle car park 
and we supported Bull Pen Farm in their appeal re permanency of existing dwelling.  
 
 A Community Speed Watch was organised by one Councilor, with Councilor’s checking on 
vehicle speed through the village.  There are plans to hold a further Speed Watch later in the year. 
 
In terms of village maintenance and land stewardship, a tree survey has been conducted and 
quotations received to deal with trees deemed hazardous.   
 
Work on the Dale pond is continuing and a contract agreed with the farmer who is allowed to 
graze his cattle in the Dale.  Work on the fencing and signage around the Dale has been 
undertaken.   
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Ownership of the Corby Road land and wall, just above the village shop, is still continuing to be a 
thorny issue.  Another thorny issue is the land on Glover Court (behind the bus shelter), where the 
Parish Council have agreed to keep the site tidy despite not being the owners of the site.   
 
The Footpath Warden has had to deal with problems concerning the footpath across the 
Blackthorn Wood Golf Course and constant damage to the finger post showing a public right of 
way onto the land.  Hopefully, the latter has now been resolved.  
 
Amongst other issues being dealt with is the provision of grit bins, the clearance of weeds from 
Borough Council land used for garages and dealing with the continuing concern over the safety of 
the path above the Church wall on Church Lane.  Unfortunately the damage caused by Anglia 
Water when pipe laying on Bancroft Road has not been resolved with the company and the 
damage caused by work at the Windmill site has only been partly resolved, nor is the Council 
satisfied that the trees on Bancroft Road, causing problems with telephone cables, has been dealt 
with satisfactorily. 
. 
After a successful Open Day on 11th May, theme groups were created to develop the 
Neighbourhood Plan for Cottingham.  One of the three groups has successfully completed their 
report and the other two are close to completion.  This process has taken a considerable amount 
of work and has taken longer than was originally planned. 
 
In keeping with the Council’s wishes to support training, three Councilor’s and the new Clerk to the 
Council have attended training events.  
 . 
My thanks to all the members of the Council and the Clerk for their support and hard work 
throughout the year.  This includes the extra work undertaken by the various Chairs of 
committees. Let us all hope that when the current crisis comes to an end that we can continue in 
the same vein.  
 
 
 
 
 
David Grayson 
Chairman Cottingham Parish Council 
 


