
 
 Cottingham and the Parish Council  
 
Cottingham  
 
Cottingham is a village of considerable natural beauty nestling in the Welland Valley 
and part of the medieval Rockingham Forest. Its history dates back to Roman times, 
and there are important references to it in the Doomsday Book (1086) and the Anglo 
Saxon Chronicle (1197). These, and other, environmental, cultural and antiquity 
credentials are woven into the sense of identity, character and quality of life in 
modern day Cottingham.  
 
The village has 907 residents (as at the 2011 Census) with a wide age range. A 
village shop and café is run by the community and the Village Hall holds reasonably 
regular entertainment. A new hall is planned for the future. Cottingham has a church 
dating from the 13th century, two public houses and a Pocket Park known as “The 
Dale” which belongs to the village and is administered by the Parish Council.  
 
There is a Village website in addition to the Parish Council website, a village 
newsletter and a Facebook page all used to convey information to the people in the 
village as quickly as we can.  
 
The Parish Council.  
 
Cottingham Parish Council has been in existence since 1894.  
 
The Council comprises nine Councillors and the Clerk and has a precept for the 
2019/2020 year set at £17,912.  
 
Various roles are distributed amongst the Councillors, for example Dale Liaison and 
Road Safety.  
 
From time to time sub-committees are created, currently there is a Finance Sub 
Committee and a Road Safety Sub Committee, both report their findings to a full 
Council meeting. Planning meetings are held normally outside of the Council 
meetings in order to ensure that the Council meets with deadlines set by the local 
Planning Office. As with the sub-committees any decisions are also reported to a full 
Council meeting.  
 
Notice of meetings, agendas and minutes as well as any other information issued by 
the Parish is placed on the Parishes website and on the village noticeboard. From 
time to time the Village Shop and Café will also display posters advertising Council 
events.  
 
Elections to the Council, which should have occurred this year, have been 
postponed until 2020 because of the creation of two Unitary Authorities to replace 
the existing Northamptonshire County Council. It is possible, that after the inception 
of the Unitary Authority the Council’s role will change somewhat.  
 



We are currently involved in drawing up a Neighbourhood Plan for the village, 

involving as much of the community as possible. Our opening event was well 

attended. Additionally, Councillors are involved in organising the Cottingham and 

Middleton Village Fete and are involved in the development of the New Village Hall 

to be called “The Mill”. The Council has been actively supporting the organisation of 

a bus service in partnership with all the other villages in the area to counteract as far 

as is affordable the loss of local bus services. 


