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1. INTRODUCTION.

It has been a year since the writing of the first report “Traffic in Cottingham Village;
August 2016”. This paper is a report on progress on the 2016 report and as such
has a different format. The reader may wish to have a copy of the 2016 report to
hand to make references where necessary.
It has been slow work trying to improve the situation around the village. There have
been some improvements undertaken and some in the “pipe line” ready to be
enacted. These are shown alongside the text and photographs throughout the
document.
Cottingham village still suffers from a lack of space to park vehicles. There is still
much to be done to persuade the Northamptonshire Highways Department to
continue improving the state of Cottingham’s roads.
The 2016 report stated the following:
“Cars and lorries are part of our lives, for better or worse. Maintaining and protecting
the quality of life against a background of growing traffic volumes is perhaps the
greatest challenge facing most rural communities.” (Traffic in Villages Safety and
Civility for Rural Roads - A toolkit for communities; Mitchell and Hamilton-Baillie;
2012/13?).
There are a number of dilemmas:






How to preserve the rural aspect of the village at times when the number of
vehicles on the road is growing. An issue made more difficult by the split
between authority highways and authority environmental groups along with a
lack of public transport.
How to avoid mass enforcement of highway regulations which will inevitably
lead to the alienation of the residents.
How to pay for any perceived changes at a time when both County and
Borough Councils are facing cuts in budgets and considering that a Parish
Council’s budget is small.
How to involve a wide audience in the determination of policy. For example,
residents, Borough and County Councils.

All the above are still germane and are likely to remain so for the foreseeable future.
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2. SCOPE OF REPORT.

As outlined in the introduction, this report is an update on an existing 2016 report
and as such does not offer the detail of the original in all aspects.
The following still apply:
Responsibility for highways rests with the Northamptonshire Highways Department
who have been given legal powers under the Highways Act 1980 and in part by the
Local Government Act of 1985.
“Outside Greater London the council of a county [or metropolitan district] are the
highway authority for all highways in the county [or, as the case may be, the district],
whether or not maintainable at the public expense [..]”.
(Highways Act 1980, ch.66 part 1).
The Northamptonshire County Council also has responsibility for the maintenance of
highways which require public funding to maintain.
Verge cutting and maintenance has been accepted as the responsibility of
Cottingham Parish Council.
As a Parish Council, Cottingham Parish Council must approach Northamptonshire
Highways Authority, possible via Corby Borough Council, if the Parish requires any
work involving highways to be undertaken. At a time when Councils are facing
budget cuts, finding solutions to the issues raised in this report, which will inevitably
incur expense, are going to be difficult. Hence, this report can only be advisory.
(Traffic in Cottingham Village; August 2016)
Throughout, references to “report 2016” refer to “Traffic in Cottingham Village;
August 2016”: Cottingham Parish Council.
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3. STATE OF THE VILLAGE ROADS.

A number of dangerous potholes have
been sealed and work is ongoing but,
only the deep potholes are repaired.
Potholes have to be 40mm deep on
major roads and 50mm deep on minor
roads to meet the Northants Highways
definition of dangerous.
This pothole on Blind Lane has been
repaired

As have these potholes by the school.
Other, considered dangerous potholes
have also been covered, notably two at
the junction next to the village shop.

However, the village roads are still in a
state of gradual deterioration and the
photograph opposite of the poor state
of the road outside the village school
gives an indication of the work that is
required on a number of village roads.

(Top and bottom photos. page 4, 2016
report)
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4. ROAD MARKINGS AND SINAGE.

Little progress has been made in
obtaining improvements to the road
surface markings in the village
Report submitted to NCC Highways refading of the zebra crossing markings.
Highways promised to consider this in
this financial year. Still awaiting
response despite reminders to the sent
to the Council.

(Ref. 2016 report, page 5)

Faded centre line at the bottom of High
Street.

(Ref. 2016 report, page 5)

The owner of the hedge shown opposite
has cut back the hedge to reveal the
sign. However, this will remain an issue
in the future

(Ref. 2016 report, page 6)
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This sign purporting to show the one
way system on School Lane is still in
place. However, there are some
residents from this small housing estate
off School Lane who are ignoring the
one way warning

(Ref. 2016 report, page 6)

To improve the situation the Authority
painted white line on the road surface to
indicate traffic direction.

(Ref. 2016 report, page 16)

Unfortunately, shortly after the road
markings had been installed work on
the road removed the corner arrow.
The Authority has said that it will
replace this arrow but, to date this has
not happened

)

Funding has been obtained to pay for
the erection of a No Through Road sign
at the top of Berryfield Road.
Agreement on cost has been reached
and we await the signs erection.

(Ref. 2016 report, page 6)
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It has been confirmed by Corby
Borough Council that the stopping place
used by buses (on “The Triangle”) is not
a designated bus stop. The bus
company has been asked whether this
should be a request only stop. We are
still awaiting a response.

(Ref. 2016 report, page 7)

Village signs required regular cleaning.
The village sign on the Rockingham
Road has been cleaned. Unfortunately,
the cleaning has shown that the
paintwork on the sign is in poor
condition.

This sign at the junction of School Lane
and Rockingham Road has been place
without a request being made by the
Parish. Nevertheless, it is a useful sign.

The painting of “no parking” yellow lines around the junctions of Corby Road, High
Street, Rockingham Road, Church Street and School Lane caused some
consternation with villagers. The Parish Council agreed to hold a referendum to
obtain the feeling so the residents. This referendum has been completed and the
outcome should be known soon.
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5. PARKING.

Village parking continues to be a major concern and attempts made by the Parish
Council to improves the situation are constantly frustrated.
Solutions to oversize van parking,
particularly on Bancroft Road, have so
far proved difficult to obtain.
The Borough Parish Councils have
agreed a letter to give to van drivers
explaining their responsibilities under
the Commercial Vehicle Operators
licences which they have to obtain from
the Department for Transport.
However, there is no agreement to who
should take responsibility for its delivery
and current enforcement.
Responsibility for this lies with the
Northamptonshire County Council who
we have approached via Corby
Borough Council. To date neither
Council will take responsibility for this
In an attempt to alleviate the parking
problems, Parish Council
representatives asked Corby Borough
Council to allow oversize van parking
on the garage site off Bancroft Road
(middle photo.) and for small van and
car parking to be allowed on the site off
Berryfield Road (bottom photo.). Corby
Council refused this request on the
grounds of tenancy agreements.
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(Ref. 2016 report, page 8)

.

Parking outside the old Factory on
Rockingham Road. Attempts are being
made to cost the resurfacing of an
extended area to allow for parking
without causing damage to verge.

A large amount of work has gone into
investigating the possible of change of
use of this land to car parking space,
which could help with school parking
problems. It has proved impossible to
discover who owns the pumping station
which would need removing. It will be
necessary to obtain legal support to
obtain the change of usage and transfer
of ownership (or lease) required by the
Borough Council. The Highways group
have obtained costings for hard
surfacing. Currently the estimated cost
of the transformation is around £15,000.

(Photos from 2016 report, top, page 8, bottom,
page 12)
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6. VERGES.

There has been discussion with some
car owners on Bancroft Road (top
photo.) asking them to avoid parking on
the verges especially where the
damage to the verge and the
kerbstones is severe. This has met with
some success with the owner of the car
causing the most damage no longer
parking his car on the verge. There are
a number of other vehicle owners who
need approaching where it proves
possible to park their cars on the road
without causing an obstruction.

(Ref. 2016 report, page 9)

Kerb damage does not appear to have
increased but, there are still examples
of damaged kerbs which have yet to be
rectified. Photograph shows damage
on High Street

(Ref. 2016 report, page 10)
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7. THE VILLAGE SCHOOL.

The ‘school run’ inevitably causes
problems for the free flow of traffic
through parts of the village, particularly
around the junction of Mill Road, High
Street, Berry Road (The Triangle) and
Berryfield Road.
A number of initiatives have been
undertaken with a view to reduce the
amount of parking around the school at
the start and the end of the school day.
Park and Stride days led by Corby
Borough Council, school staff,
particularly using the Spread Eagle car
park and road around there. The sale
of the Spread Eagle Public House has
caused this initiative to falter. Adoption
of the waste ground on the corner of
Berry Road and Glover Court (page 9
above) along with requests to allow
parking on the spare ground adjacent to
council garages (page 8 above). The
latter has been refused by the Borough
Council.
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(Ref. 2016 report, page 11)

8. Traffic speed

Although not mentioned in last year’s report, there has been some discussion
centred around the usefulness of radar speed signs.
An offer made by Corby Borough Council to local Parish
Councils was for the Parish Councils to contribute towards a
shared, portable speed indicator sign which would be moved
around the villages and maintained by the Borough Council.
The suggestion was not met enthusiastically by the various
Parishes.
To purchase a sign directly would cost anything from £2,000
to £3,000 depending on sign type, supplier charges and type
of power used, solar powered being more convenient but
more expensive than battery powered.
It remains to be seen whether the village has a serious
enough issue with speeding vehicles to warrant the outlay.
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9. Next steps.
The Council continues to work through an action plan. An example of the April
update is shown below. The issues outlined through this report will remain at the
forefront of the Council’s attempts to improve the quality of life for residents of
Cottingham

Action

Update – 27 April 2017

Present:
Tom Russell (TR)
Suzanne Preston (SP)
David Grayson (DG)
Peter Taylor (PT)
Apologies:
PCSO Joe Devlin

1. Investigate
Berry field Road Open space –
communal
1. Surfacing type – Site visit undertaken from Tarmac Ltd.
parking.
Costings received. Forwarded to TR, DG and PT.
Potential areas:
2. Legal costings - Action ongoing.
3. Anglian Water have confirmed station unit is not in their
 Small area near
ownership. Western Power contacted but their remit is the
1 Berry field Rd.
electricity substation on same site. SP to confirm further.

Ongoing.
4. PT to request additional weed spraying from Bob Rutt.
Ongoing.

2. Commercial
vehicle parking
unsafely top of
Rockingham
Road
4. Increase
patrolling
activity in all
areas &
enforce where
appropriate.
5. Warden/PCSO
attendance at
PC meetings

5. Group agreed to arrange special meeting for Parish Council
to discuss current implications of communal parking project.
But this could not be progressed further until further
information obtained on full cost implication of scheme.
3. Letter – DG to amend and circulate to group for approval.
It was reiterated CV parking is a Highways responsibility.

To be arranged with local PCSO and CBC Neighbourhood Wardens.
Issuing of polite parking notices where appropriate. Ongoing.
Wardens to schedule additional patrolling. (James McCabe/Allan
Withpetersen).Email sent by SP.
Ongoing
Contact details forwarded onto TR/DG/PT. Joe Devlin’s details
forwarded onto Parish Councillor Police lead. Ongoing
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Action
6. Encroaching
tree at Berry
field Road
Garages
7. Bay marking Rockingham
Road
8. Shared parking
provision –
Spread Eagle
9. Updates to
local residents
10. Feedback to
Cottingham
Parish Council
11. Wall corner of
Ripley Road crumbling

12. Grit bin –
Bancroft Road
13. Overhanging
vegetation
from 19
Berryfield Road
14. Continue to
tackle parking
issues around
school dropoff/pick-up
times.

15. Road markings
– School
vicinity
16. Pothole –
Corby
Rd/School Rd

Update – 27 April 2017
COMPLETED

Grass-crete company details received from CBC facilities
management. To be progressed in New Year. Suzanne to
progress.
Joint letter to be sent to landowners requesting support
regarding use of communal parking area. SP to draft.
Ongoing.
Monthly report on agenda. (TR/PT)

Response from CBC Building Control advises wall height is not
sufficient for it to be repaired under the dangerous structures
legislation. Property is privately owned.
Action: Cottingham Parish Council to write to house owner and advice
on repairs. (PT)
Response received from Highways 10 April – will be collected in due
course, during next cyclic fill. (no definitive timescale given)
Warden Allan Withpetersen has confirmed as of 27 April the
developers will be cutting back the vegetation in due source. No
timescale given.
1. Warden/PCSO parking patrols – ongoing.
2. Continue to deliver Park and Stride initiatives in partnership with
School.
School recently underwent change in head teacher. Waiting for
confirmation of dates for P&S event in May.
5. School bus parking on School Lane/High Street junction: PCSO Joe
Devlin to make contact with bus company.
 Email sent to Joe Devlin to monitor school parking and
School Lane issue. Tom in contact with PCSO Devlin.
 Clarification required regarding bus stop area off Mill Road.
(SP) Response received from highways 24 Jan. Is not a
designated bus stop under NCC Highways. Suzanne to chase
up with Rutland CC

DG has emailed S Barnwell. Still waiting for response/confirmation
of budget for works in new financial year.
One pothole repaired. Another reported on corner of High
Street/Corby Road junction. (front of shop)

--------14-------

Action
17. Grass verge
parking/damag
e-Berryfield
RoadCarewatch
Services
18. DG to draft
update report
for councillors
19. Number plate
thefts
20. Date of next
meeting

Update – 27 April 2017
DG received a response from MP Tom Pursglove – Query has been
passed onto the Department for Transport. Cottingham Parish
Council are still waiting for a response from Care watch Services

Report and group remit approved at Parish Council.
Report to be reviewed once a year.

Thursday 25 May 7.15 at Cllr Russell’s address

Cottingham Parish Council still has its Working Group, whose numbers are made of
two Parish Councillors, the Clerk to the Parish Council and a representative of Corby
Borough Council. It is the group’s responsibility to highlight the issues found in this
report and to report to the Parish Council the issues and any progress made.
We continue to welcome comments from residents.
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